
 

 

         SOUTH LYON PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
February 3, 2016   Special Time 6:30 pm 

 
Due to the doors at City Hall being locked and no key available, the meeting was 
moved to the Java House Café.  A note to this effect was left on the City Hall front 
door.  Meeting was called to order at 6:47 pm by Vice Chairperson Wilson. 
 
Present: Dianne Beagle 
  Alex Clark 
  Rick Neely 
  Denise Semion 
   
  Stephanie Uphoff – South Lyon Lacrosse 
  Chris Clemens – South Lyon Lacrosse 
  Sean Penndorf – Lyon FC Soccer 
 
  Carl Richards - Resident 
 
  Marc Russell – Russell Design 
   
      
Absent: Jason Nezich 
  Mike Olando 
   
  
Approval of Agenda – No agenda had been provided.  Commissioners in 
attendance agreed to address the following items: 

 Approval of the minutes from the January 13, 2016 meeting 

 Citizen comments 

 Revisions to the draft Parks & Recreation Master Plan 

 Creation of a sub-committee to work on the Volunteer Park Field Project  
and set a date for a kick-off meeting 

        
Approval of Minutes – Motion by Neely, supported by Clark, to approve the 
minutes from the January 13, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
Citizen Comments – Mr. Richards provided a little history of the area now known as 
Volunteer Park.  Prior to the City’s purchase, the land was proposed for a golf 
course and a landing/flying area for a model airplane club.  The property north of 
Nichwagh Lake was home to many Native Americans, namely the Potowatomi tribe.  
Mr. Richards suggested incorporating this into field or trail naming if possible. 
Mr. Richards inquired about the Commission using the old railroad ties he had 
mentioned previously.  Wilson replied that due to their chemical content, using them 
in the parks where children would play on them would not be acceptable.  The 
Commission had declined to pursue this idea. 



 

 

Mr. Richards also wanted the Commission to know that there are kids playing with a 
very large, fast and powerful remote controlled wheeled vehicle in McHattie Park.  It 
could potentially cause damage, especially to the Historical Village structures. 
 
 
I.  OLD BUSINES 
 
1.  SLARA Updates – none 
 
2.  Eagle Scout Projects Update – none  
 
3.  Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update – Marc Russell from Russell Design 
had incorporated the revisions proposed by Commissioners and presented a new 
draft Plan for review.  He stated he was unable to obtain the City’s parks and 
recreation budget information prior to this meeting.  That information will be 
forthcoming.  Some discussion took place regarding the 5-Year Action Plan, 
specifically adding new items and reprioritizing everything.  Mr. Russell stated he 
would email the revised Plan to Beagle and she would forward to all Commissioners.  
The 5-Year Action Plan will be discussed in detail at the March meeting. 
 
4.  Volunteer Park Field Plan Update – A subcommittee to be composed of at least 
two members from all stakeholder groups was established and a kick-off meeting will 
be held on Monday February 22nd at 6:30 pm in the Millennium Middle School library 
gallery.  Two Commissioners, a member of City Council and Mr. Russell from 
Russell Design will also be members of the subcommittee.  This group will revise the 
plan for Volunteer Park field construction, establish priorities and cost estimates and 
locate funding sources.  Ms. Uphoff, Mr. Clemens and Mr. Penndorf all stated they 
would be attending and would bring additional representatives from their 
organizations.  Beagle will send an email with meeting information to the other 
various groups.   
 
5.  Grants/Funding for Park Improvements – none 
 
 
II.  NEW BUSINESS - none 
 
 
 
III. Commissioner Comments –  
 
Beagle – none 
 
Clark – Asked if the Commission knew about a parcel of land in the Clark’s Crossing 
subdivision that had been donated to the City for use as park land.  None were 
aware of this.  She presented plans that showed the location of the parcel and stated 
that even though it was mostly wooded, a walking path could be constructed through 
it.  It’s adjacent to the bike path that runs along the eastern edge of the Hidden 
Creek subdivision and the proposed walking path could tie into the bike path.  Mr. 
Russell asked if there was a legal description of the parcel.  Commissioners were 



 

 

also curious about other parcels that may have been donated to the City for park 
land.  Beagle will email City Manager Ladner and inquire about more detailed plans 
and information that might be available.   
 
Neely – none 
 
Semion – none  
 
Wilson – none 
  
 
IV. Adjournment – Motion by Semion, supported by Clark, to adjourn the       
meeting at 8:22 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming meetings/events: March 9 
     April 13 
     May 11 
     June 8 
 
 
 
Submitted by:    _______________________________________ 
                Michael Olando, Chairperson 
 
                _______________________________________ 
      Dianne Beagle, Secretary 


